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[Salutation with colon:]
The Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) is pleased to share with you an opportunity to assist with a difficult to serve population in your community. We are reaching out to current HOME Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) Administrators to encourage you to consider participating in providing HOME TBRA assistance to households currently on the Project Access waiting list. The Project Access Program utilizes Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers administered by TDHCA to assist low-income persons with disabilities transition from institutions into the community by providing access to affordable housing.   The Project Access waitlist is experiencing longer wait periods before a household can access a voucher.  The Project Access program has been administered by TDHCA since 2002 and has provided over 600 housing vouchers to people exiting institutions through a successful partnership with the Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) and the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS).

TDHCA, in partnership with DADS and DSHS, are hopeful that HOME administrators may be interested in serving households on the Project Access waiting list to enable those individuals in exiting an institution without having to wait for a Project Access voucher to exit.  These individuals are ready to leave the institution, but are waiting for their Project Access Voucher.    You can read more about individuals exiting institutions here, http://www.dads.state.tx.us/providers/pi/index.html.

Any household who is eligible for the Project Access program may be eligible to participate in TBRA while waiting for their name to come up on the Project Access waitlist.  Currently, the majority on the Project Access waiting list of over 175 households is a current resident of a nursing facility.  However, Project Access also serves those exiting State Psychiatric Hospitals.  Individuals on the Project Access waiting list who participate in the TBRA activity will keep their position on the Project Access waiting list.

DADS and DSHS contract with providers who offer community-based services and supports to individuals relocating from institutions.  Since 2001, DADS has successfully relocated over 46,000 individuals from institutional settings into a community setting.  
If a HOME Administrator is interested in serving households exiting nursing facilities who are on the Project Access waiting list, TDHCA will assist the HOME TBRA Administrator on how to coordinate with DADS and their relocation contractors.  TDHCA can assist a HOME TBRA provider to coordinate with DSHS to transition them to the TBRA program.  Households receiving support from TBRA may be able to do so for up to five years if on a Section 8 waitlist, including the Project Access waiting list, depending on continued household eligibility and HOME availability of funding.

     
In short, someone currently on the Project Access waitlist can access rental assistance with HOME TBRA (contingent on eligibility determination and funding availability) while they wait for a Project Access Voucher to become available, and then receive a Project Access Voucher when their name comes up on the Project Access waiting list.

    
TDHCA is offering to provide technical assistance to your organization if you are interested in serving these households.  For more information on serving households on the Project Access waiting list, and what technical assistance options are available, please contact Spencer Duran.
For more information, please visit http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/section-8/project-access/
	Spencer Duran

Program Coordinator
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs

PO Box 13941

Austin, TX 78711-3941

Spencer.Duran@tdhca.state.tx.us

Office: 512.475.1784

Fax: 512.475.0070





Sincerely,


[Spencer Duran]


[Program Coordinator]
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